Unusual physiologic melanin pigmentation of the tongue.
A patient had extensive congenital oral hyperpigmentation of the tongue. The clinical and histologic features set this case apart from any well-delineated disease. Clinically, the congenital onset, the appearance of large black-brownish lesions, the lack of associated systemic abnormalities, and the histologic findings of prominent deposition of melanin in the basal layer support the diagnosis of physiologic melanosis. The macular lesions of the tongue represent discrete depositions of melanin and exemplify soft tissue pigmentation of developmental origin.